
  

òTHE PARISH COMMUNITY  OF ST. AMBROSE CHURCHó 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:30am & 5:30pm-Life Teen 

Daily:  Monday & Wednesday 6:30am ** 

Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am 

Communion Service:  Friday 6:30am ** 

Holydays and Holidays subject to change 

(see bulletin) 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Anthony M. Barratt, Pastor 

Helmut Neurohr, Permanent Deacon 

Ann McCauley, Business Manager 

Erin Muir, P.A. for Liturgy & Pastoral Life 

Tom Acemoglu, P.A. for Evangelization & Catechesis 

Debbie McKown, Faith Formation Administrative Secretary 

Mark Trudeau, Life Teen for High School and Jr. High 

Joan Welch, Parish Secretary 

Thomas Green, Parish Music Director 

Nancy Acemoglu, RN, Parish Nurse 

David Dobkowski, PhD-Counselor, 859-4015 

Jim LaBombard, Athletic Director 

371-1996 Å email stambrosecyo@gmail.com 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Catherine Halayko / Joseph Sinisgalli  

ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL 
518-785-6453 

Website:  www.stambroselatham.org 

E-Mail:  principal@stambroselatham.com 

Terri McGraw, Principal 

Lori McCoy, Secretary 

CHURCH OF ST. AMBROSE 

347 Old Loudon Road, Latham, NY 12110 

518-785-1351 

WEBSITE:  www.stambroselatham.com 

E-MAIL:  parishsecretary@stambroselatham.com 
 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

MondayïThursday  9:00amï6:00pm 

Friday  9:00amï4:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday  CLOSED 

PLEASE NOTE 

Mass changes 

effective 4-13-15 

on  

Monday 

& 

Friday 

** 
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ST. AMBROSE CHURCH, LATHAM , NEW YORK 

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY: 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 2015 

This Sunday is, of course, the Fourth Sunday in Eastertime and it is also known as ñGood Shepherd Sundayò, since our 

Gospel is always about that favorite image of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.  Today is also a world day of prayer for 

vocations.  While deeply valuing and promoting the vocation that every person has to follow Jesus and to build up the 

Kingdom of God, the Church community focuses today on the particular vocations to the ordained ministries (priesthood 

and diaconate) and to the religious or consecrated life.  

 

There are many reasons why we have this annual day of prayer.  The first is to promote what we might call a culture of 

vocations to the ordained ministries and to the religious life.  We know only too well how necessary this is from our own 

experience of the often called ñshortageò of priests, deacons and religious.  This 

shortage has many causes such as the secular culture in which we live, the terrible 

scandals of recent years and the questions that many might have about whether they (or 

a son or daughter) will be happy and fulfilled in such a life.  The statistics for priests in 

our own Diocese are indeed deeply worrying.  In 1980 there were 356 active priests, by 

2000 this was down to 223 priests and by 2020 it is projected that there will be only 

around 59 active priests for the entire Diocese.  Currently, there are a number of 

parishes ñopenò in the Diocese (that is still awaiting the appointment of priest), some 

have been so for over a year.  Why?  Because, sadly, there is no priest available to send there. 

 

However, our World Day of Prayer for Vocations has a second, and perhaps more positive and optimistic reason.  If God 

calls a person to the ordained ministry or to the religious life, then this will indeed be a truly wonderful, fulfilling and joy-

filled life.  I can only speak personally, but at the end of many days I find the words on Psalm 115 on my mind and in my 

heart: ñhow can I repay the Lord for goodness to me.ò  Certainly there are tough and trying days, but then who does not 

have these!  Yet there are so many more great and exhilarating days.  After nearly 30 years of being a priest, I still find 

wonder and awe in the fact that the Lord uses me to make a real difference in peopleôs liveséeach and every day;  that as a 

priest I am with people in key, special and personal moments of their lives and that I have been entrusted with the task of 

preaching Godôs saving Word and of celebrating His life-giving sacraments, especially the Eucharist and Reconciliation. 

 

So, as we keep this special day of prayer for vocations to the ordained ministries and to the religious and consecrated life, 

please do pray for vocations and please actively promote a positive culture of vocations in our parish, our school and in 

your home.  Finally, if any of you are thinking about such a vocation, think on and pray onéand perhaps chat with 

someone who can help you and guide you.  Also, do visit the Diocesan vocations website at www.albanyvocations.org or 

the section in the USCCB website on vocations. 

 

A few final words from Pope Francisô message for this world day of prayer for vocationsé 

 

ñWe Christians were not chosen by the Lord for small things;  push onwards toward the highest principles.  Stake your 

lives on noble ideals!ò 

 

ñEvery vocationé always requires an exodus from oneself in order to center oneôs life on Christ and on his Gospel.ò 

 

ñA vocation flows from the heart of God and blossoms in the good soil of faithful people.ò 

 

ñI turn now to those who are well disposed to listen to the voice of Christ that rings out in the Church and to understand 

what their own vocation is.  I invite you to listen to and follow Jesus, and to allow yourselves to be transformed interiorly 

by his words, which óare spirit and lifeôò (John 6:62). 

 

Fr. Anthony 

Pastorõs Page 

http://www.albanyvocations.org

