
  

òTHE PARISH COMMUNITY  OF ST. AMBROSE CHURCHó 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:30am & 5:30pm-Life Teen 

Daily:  Wednesday & Friday 6:30am 

Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am 

Communion Service:  Monday 6:30am 

Holydays and Holidays subject to change 

(see bulletin) 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Anthony M. Barratt, Pastor 

Helmut Neurohr, Permanent Deacon 

Ann McCauley, Business Manager 

Erin Muir, P.A. for Liturgy & Pastoral Life 

Tom Acemoglu, P.A. for Evangelization & Catechesis 

Debbie McKown, Faith Formation Administrative Secretary 

Mark Trudeau, Life Teen for High School and Jr. High 

Joan Welch, Parish Secretary 

Thomas Green, Parish Music Director 

Nancy Acemoglu, RN, Parish Nurse 

David Dobkowski, PhD-Counselor, 859-4015 

Jim LaBombard, Athletic Director 

371-1996 Å email stambrosecyo@gmail.com 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Catherine Halayko / Joseph Sinisgalli  

ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL 
518-785-6453 

Website:  www.stambroselatham.org 

E-Mail:  ambrose_347@outlook.com 

Terri McGraw, Principal 

Lori McCoy, Secretary 

CHURCH OF ST. AMBROSE 

347 Old Loudon Road, Latham, NY 12110 

518-785-1351 

WEBSITE:  www.stambroselatham.com 

E-MAIL:  parishsecretary@stambroselatham.com 
 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

MondayïThursday  9:00amï6:00pm 

Friday  9:00amï4:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday  CLOSED 
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ST. AMBROSE CHURCH, LATHAM , NEW YORK 

Pastorõs Page 

SAINT PATRICK AND SAINT JOSEPH 
During our season of Lent, we also have a number of special feasts and solemnities sprinkled along the way.  They remind 

us of the wonderful witness of the saints and they can also provide something of a breather from all the rigors of Lent!   

This coming week is a case in point when on Tuesday we celebrate St. Patrick and then on Thursday, Saint Joseph.  The 

lives of both saints read like an adventure and they can both inspire us and encourage us as we continue our journey of 

Lent. 
 

Saint Patrick was alive at a crucial and difficult time in history (at the beginning of the fifth centu-

ry) when the Roman Empire was crumbling fast.  Patrick was the son of a Roman civil servant and 

was a native Briton (nobody quite knows where he lived, but it was probably somewhere in the 

west of England).  At the age of sixteen he was captured by Irish raiders and spent six years as a 

slave in Ireland tending the sheep.  It was during this time that he experienced a deep spiritual con-

version and became a firm disciple of the Lord. 
 

After those six years Patrick escaped and returned home, but soon he went to France to live as a 

monk.  At some stage he was ordained as a priest, but always felt a call to return to Ireland to be 

the Lordôs instrument there.  After sixteen years (around 432 AD) he was made a bishop and went to Ireland to spread the 

Gospel, travelling far and wide from his base in Armagh (that is still the principal Diocese of all Ireland).  He did this with 

great enthusiasm and success, despite some setbacks and opposition.  
 

Saint Patrick is known, of course, for many things.  He had the idea of using the three-leaved shamrock to explain the 

three persons yet one God of the Holy Trinity.  His poem or hymn called ñSaint Patrickôs Breastplateò is a wonderful 

prayer and well worth reading and using.  Above all, perhaps he shows how God can use apparent misfortune (Saint Pat-

rickôs capture) and turn it to the good.  Saint Patrick also reminds us that we are all called to spread the Gospel in whatev-

er way we can through our own circumstances. 
 

By contrast, St. Joseph always seems to be a background figure, often depicted as an old man in 

many pictures or statues of him.  Yet all this is perhaps a bit of a disservice to St. Joseph as he 

was a key figure in Jesusô life and ministry and because he can provide a wonderful example for 

us.  In fact, he is the official patron of the universal church:  a title given to him to indicate this 

important role and that he continues his work and presence even today. 
 

We hear about St. Joseph a number of times in the Scriptures.  He is described as a ñjust manò as 

he wishes to do the right thing when Mary is discovered to be with child.  He is also a man of 

humility and faith.  He did what the Lord asked him to do many times:  in taking Mary as his 

wife, in escaping King Herod and going into exile in Egypt and in naming the child ñJesusò as 

he had been told to, even though it was his right to choose a name.  He was, therefore, also a 

man of action and obedience in humbly doing what he was asked to do.  
 

At the same time he was a man of prayer and contemplation:  how else would he have listened and then heard what God 

wanted him to do with his life and with Mary and Jesus who had been placed in his care?  We can imagine that prayer also 

gave him strength in his many trials and tribulations:  in the desperate search to find a place for Mary to have her child, or 

in fleeing as a refugee with his family to a foreign land and then having to rebuild his business and connections from 

scratch as he and the family returned not to their home town of Bethlehem but to Nazareth, or as he and Mary searched for 

the lost twelve-year old Jesus in Jerusalem. 
 

St. Joseph also provided for his family with his craft as a carpenter (although interestingly, some traditions say that he was 

a metal worker).  His vocation was to be a guardian and foster father to Jesus, as a husband and protector to Mary and to 

support them with his job. St. Joseph can be a great help and inspiration to all fathers as they try to do their best for their 

children.  After all, to quote one writer, óit is easier to be a friend than a parenté!ò  
 

Let us be inspired by our two saints and ask their prayers and protection. 
 

Fr. Anthony 
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MARCH 15, 2015 

COLONIE  
St. Clareôs 456-3112  Sat: 4:00pm/Sun: 8:30 / 10:30am 
 

LATHAM  
Our Lady of the 785-0234  Sat: 4:30pm 

 Assumption   Sun: 7:30, 9:00 & 11am 
 

LOUDONVILLE  
Christ Our Light 459-6635  Sat: 4:00pm/Sun: 9:00 / 11:15am 

St. Pius X  462-1336  Sat: 5pm/Sun: 8, 10 & 12 noon 

 

We, the members of St. Ambrose Parish, Latham, New York 

believe that, through our faith and baptism, we have been called 

to give witness to the values of Jesus as expressed in the gospel 

and teachings of our Church.  As individuals and as a Parish 

Family we strive to: 
 

Develop our spiritual life Å Spread the Gospel message Å Re-

spect the human dignity and rights of all persons 

Support family life: the role of married couples, singles, 

youth and children 

Share our time, energy, talent and resources 
 

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to make 

choices and decisions that will reflect and give evidence of 

what we say we believe and value as a Catholic Christian Faith 

Community. 

 

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 3:00 PM or any time by appointment. 

 

MARRIAGE  
Congratulations!  So that proper preparation may be made, please 

make an appointment with Fr. Anthony at least six months before 

the desired date.  Either the bride or groom should be a registered 

parishioner of St. Ambrose parish. 
 

BAPTISM  
Congratulations!  If you wish to arrange preparation for baptism, 

please call the Parish Office.  Parents should be registered mem-

bers of St. Ambrose parish. 
 

RCIA  
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 

For those inquiring into the Catholic Faith.  Welcome! 

Please contact the Parish Office for program details. 
 

VOCATION  
If you are considering a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate or 

religious life, please contact Fr. Anthony. 

M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Sacraments  

PARISHES  OF OUR 

LOCAL CATHOLIC  COMMUNITIES  

 

 

March 24, 2015  
Join us for a Holy Hour of quiet prayer on Tues-

day, March 24th from 7 to 8 PM in the 

Church.  We will pray for one another, our 

families, friends, our community and all those 

intentions that are close to our hearts.  We will 

place all the intentions written in our ñPrayer 

Wallò during Lent on the altar as well.  Come for 

a few minutes or stay for the hour! Join us! 
 

Please Join Us! 

~Prayer and Reconciliation~ 
 

As we gather in the church for prayer, we will 

also celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

in the Parish Center.  Tuesday night, March 

24th from 7-8:30 PM we will have several 

priests available for the Sac-

rament of Reconciliation.  

Join us for prayer and Rec-

onciliation! 
 

If you have been reluctant to 

come to the sacrament or have been away for 

some time or just found it difficult to get to a 

Saturday afternoon confession time, this is a 

great opportunity to receive healing and for-

giveness.  To remind you about the parts of 

confession and the Act of Contrition, a bro-

chure will be available to guide you.  
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

Baptism of the Lord 

 Our Lent with the Mystics  
This Wednesday (3/18) at 7pm 

in the Parish Center  

Lent and Life  
A video series to help you make the most 

out of your Lent!  
 

The series is live now  and you can find it 
on our website, on Facebook, and on 

YouTube!  Please share!  
 

Please check out 
www.stambroselatham.com/media  

 

www.facebook.com/saintambrosechurch  

St Francis de 
Sales 

 
Presented by 

Fr. Barratt  
 

A special 
presentation and 
guide to mystical 
prayer with the 

�&�K�X�U�F�K�·�V��
greatest masters 

in prayer.  

Wednesday, March 25th�³ Lent with the Mystics 
(St. Therese of Lisieux , led by Bob Martino) 

CHURCH HEATING SYSTEM  

UPDATE AND APPEAL  
As mentioned at the Masses last weekend, we need to make 

some significant and overdue repairs and improvements to the 

church heating system (that is also the system for part of the 

school).  Our heating system is certainly feeling its age, espe-

cially after the cold winter that we have had.  We also have the 

issue that there are no thermostatic controls for the system:  it is 

either on or off and we cannot zone areas for heating.  Of 

course, all of this means that we are wasting energy and that we 

cannot control the heating in particular areas.  We have also had 

a number of close calls over the winter when we nearly lost the 

whole system! 
 

We are looking at estimates for the cost of this necessary and 

overdue work and we hope to carry it out once the spring ar-

rives:  if it ever does!  Again, as mentioned at Mass, we do 

budget for repairs and general maintenance and this is usually 

covered by our tithing and weekly offertory (many thanks, as 

ever for your amazing generosity), but, as you can imagine, this 

project would be well beyond the usual amount.  The total cost 

would be in the $45,000 range.  It seems a good idea to have 

mini capital project to help meet these costs and so special en-

velopes will be available in the church over the next few weeks.  

It must be stressed that this collection is entirely voluntary. 
 

Many thanks again for your generosity and ongoing support. 
 

Fr. Anthony 

 

St. Ambrose Schoolõs 

Annual Trash - 2- Treasure Sale  
SATURDAY, APRIL 25 , 9ˈ4 PM 

(Early Bird Special 8:00AM $3.00 entrance fee) 

and 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 9ˈ12 NOON 
 

Donations welcomed!  They can be dropped off on the gym 

stage beginning Wednesday, April 22. 

WE CANNOT ACCEPT TVôS, COMPUTERS, BOOKS OR 

CLOTHES. 
ALL proceeds to benefit the Music Department. 

St. Ambrose School will also be hosting a 

RECYCLING DAY, Saturday,  

April 25, 9�x12 Noon, near the Soccer 

field.  Old TVôs, computers, lawn  

mowers, etc. will be accepted. 

Donations of $10 per car. 


