
  

òTHE PARISH COMMUNITY  OF ST. AMBROSE CHURCHó 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30pm 

Sunday:  7:30, 9:00, 11:30am & 5:30pm-Life Teen 

Daily:  Wednesday & Friday 6:30am 

Tuesday & Thursday 9:00am 

Communion Service:  Monday 6:30am 

Holydays and Holidays subject to change 

(see bulletin) 

PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Anthony M. Barratt, Pastor 

Helmut Neurohr, Permanent Deacon 

Ann McCauley, Business Manager 

Erin Muir, P.A. for Liturgy & Pastoral Life 

Tom Acemoglu, P.A. for Evangelization & Catechesis 

Debbie McKown, Faith Formation Administrative Secretary 

Mark Trudeau, Life Teen for High School and Jr. High 

Joan Welch, Parish Secretary 

Thomas Green, Parish Music Director 

Nancy Acemoglu, RN, Parish Nurse 

David Dobkowski, PhD-Counselor, 859-4015 

Jim LaBombard, Athletic Director 

371-1996 Å email stambrosecyo@gmail.com 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES 
Catherine Halayko / Joseph Sinisgalli  

ST. AMBROSE SCHOOL 
518-785-6453 

Website:  www.stambroselatham.org 

E-Mail:  ambrose_347@outlook.com 

Terri McGraw, Principal 

Lori McCoy, Secretary 

CHURCH OF ST. AMBROSE 

347 Old Loudon Road, Latham, NY 12110 

518-785-1351 

WEBSITE:  www.stambroselatham.com 

E-MAIL:  parishsecretary@stambroselatham.com 
 

NEW OFFICE HOURS 

MondayïThursday  9:00amï6:00pm 

Friday  9:00amï4:00pm 

Saturday & Sunday  CLOSED 

NEW 

EMAIL 

ADDRESS 
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ST. AMBROSE CHURCH, LATHAM , NEW YORK 

Pastorõs Page 

JESUS HEALS THE LEPER 
In reading through and then reflecting on our Gospel this weekend where Jesus heals a leper, there are so many 

layers of meaning to discover.  It can also be so easy for us to miss the huge impact of this encounter between 

Jesus and the leper and the message that is present for us.  Saint Mark in his Gospel often reports things very 

simply and in a straightforward manner and leaves us to explore things further.  Our Gospel then is not simply 

yet another account of the miraculous healing of a person by Jesus, won-

derful as this is, but it means so much more. 
 

We know that at the time of Jesus, the disease of leprosy (or what is often 

called today Hansenôs disease) was greatly feared, not least because there 

was no known cure for it and also because the disease greatly disfigured 

the sufferer.  It was also feared as it was seen as highly contagious.  The 

result of all this was that anyone who had the disease had to leave their 

family, their job and their whole life behind and go and live in special 

camps outside any populated area.  If all this was not bad enough, many 

believed that if one had the disease then this was a sign that you had been 

cursed by God.  So, apart from the terrible physical consequences of lep-

rosy, a leper had to endure isolation and stigma on every level:  socially, 

spiritually and humanly.  It would be like a living death and who could 

endure such a thing? 
 

Into this situation comes Jesus.  The first thing that we notice in the encounter is that the leper approaches Je-

sus.  This would be shocking, as lepers were required by law to keep their distance.  None-the-less, the leper 

takes a chance and comes to Jesus.  Notice too that he kneels down:  a sign, St. Bede reminds us, of the humili-

ty of the leper before the Lord.  Jesus too breaks convention and enters into a dialogue with the leper;  but not 

only that, he actually touches the leper!  It is hard for us to grasp just how incredible this would have been.  For 

one thing, Jesus could have healed him from a safe distance, but instead he touches him.  In that touch, of 

course, Jesus breaks the isolation of the leper and shows a love and an intimacy for this suffering person, an 

acceptance and a welcome.  Jesus heals the leper and sends him to fulfill the requirements of the Law so that he 

can return to his family and to his home.  Of course, Jesus does not only physically heal the leper, but heals him 

on every other level too.  A living death, as we have seen, becomes a new life. 
 

As always, when we reflect upon the Word of God, perhaps especially all those wonderful encounters between 

Jesus and others, there is also a question and a challenge.  How does this encounter affect me and what can I 

discover from it for my own relationship with the Lord and with others?  With our Gospel, we can certainly 

renew our appreciated of the healing power of Jesus:  he is the one who can heal us on every level, perhaps 

most clearly when we too feel isolated or disconnected in some way, especially through our faults and failings.  
 

We can also realize that, like the leper, we have to take something a chance or a leap of faith and approach Je-

sus with our request, again just as the leper did in the Gospel.  We can also publicize this healing power of Je-

sus, just as the leper went about telling everyone in the town that he had been healed.  After all, good news 

should be shared with others!  Finally, Jesus also asks us to be healers too.  We will probably not encounter 

someone who is suffering from leprosy or Hansenôs disease, but we will certainly encounter people who feel 

isolated or who are treated almost like lepers, perhaps what we might call social lepers whether at work, or at 

school or just in the neighborhood.  Can we stretch out a hand and offer some sort of contact or healing, imitat-

ing the wonderful example of Jesusé? 
 

Fr. Anthony 
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FEBRUARY 15, 2015 

COLONIE  
St. Clareôs 456-3112  Sat: 4:00pm/Sun: 8:30 / 10:30am 
 

LATHAM  
Our Lady of the 785-0234  Sat: 4:30pm 

 Assumption   Sun: 7:30, 9:00 & 11am 
 

LOUDONVILLE  
Christ Our Light 459-6635  Sat: 4:00pm/Sun: 9:00 / 11:15am 

St. Pius X  462-1336  Sat: 5pm/Sun: 8, 10 & 12 noon 

 

We, the members of St. Ambrose Parish, Latham, New York 

believe that, through our faith and baptism, we have been called 

to give witness to the values of Jesus as expressed in the gospel 

and teachings of our Church.  As individuals and as a Parish 

Family we strive to: 
 

Develop our spiritual life Å Spread the Gospel message Å Re-

spect the human dignity and rights of all persons 

Support family life: the role of married couples, singles, 

youth and children 

Share our time, energy, talent and resources 
 

Strengthened by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to make 

choices and decisions that will reflect and give evidence of 

what we say we believe and value as a Catholic Christian Faith 

Community. 

 

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday 3:00 PM or any time by appointment. 

 

MARRIAGE  
Congratulations!  So that proper preparation may be made, please 

make an appointment with Fr. Anthony at least six months before 

the desired date.  Either the bride or groom should be a registered 

parishioner of St. Ambrose parish. 
 

BAPTISM  
Congratulations!  If you wish to arrange preparation for baptism, 

please call the Parish Office.  Parents should be registered mem-

bers of St. Ambrose parish. 
 

RCIA  
(Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 

For those inquiring into the Catholic Faith.  Welcome! 

Please contact the Parish Office for program details. 
 

VOCATION  
If you are considering a vocation to the priesthood, diaconate or 

religious life, please contact Fr. Anthony. 

M ISSION  STATEMENT  

Sacraments  

PARISHES  OF OUR 

LOCAL CATHOLIC  COMMUNITIES  

 

 

 
Ash Wednesday is this coming Wednesday.  As men-

tioned at the Masses last weekend, your thoughts 

about making a few alterations and additions to the 

availability of receiving the ashes would be appreciat-

ed.  The aim is to make this availability easier and 

more helpful to everyone, especially those at work 

during the day.  The proposed timetable is as follows: 
 

  6.30 am Prayer Service with the giving of ashes 

  9.00 am Mass (including the giving of ashes) 

12.15 pm Prayer Service with the giving of ashes 

  7.00 pm Mass (including the giving of ashes) 

 

God bless, 
 

Fr. Anthony 

 

 

 

 

MONDAY , F EBRUARY 16TH  
 

§ Church & School offices will be closed. 

§ There will be NO 6:30 AM Communion Service 

§ THERE WILL BE A 9:00 AM MASS 

Please pick up òA Journey Through Lent Togeth-
eró booklet.  It contains infor-
mation on what is happening in 
the parish during Lent this year.  
 

Please join us for the Stations 
of the Cross each Friday at 7 
pm in the Church .  This week 
the stations will be led by our Magdalena Ministry.  
 

Join us for our Womenõs and Menõs Retreat 
Nights!  Flyers may be found on the bulletin board 
in the back of Church.  
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS 

 

Hi friends! 
 
A couple of quick things: 
 
¶ The next large group date for 

Confirmation preparation is  this 
Thursday, February 26th at 7pm! 

 
Also: 
 

Make sure to check our website at 
www.stambroselatham.com for info, 
ways to contact us, to register online, 

and for video of special events! 

Baptism of the Lord 

January 11th 2015 

Lent is coming! 
Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday and  the Church 

enters a special time of prayer, fasting, and 
�D�O�P�V�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�K�L�O�H���Z�H���S�U�H�S�D�U�H���W�R���U�H�P�H�P�E�H�U���-�H�V�X�V�¶��

suffering, death, and Resurrection. 
 

As a parish, we have a lot of great opportunities 
for you! 

 
Thursday, February 26th�³ �:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���'�L�Q�Q�H�U��

Retreat  (6-8:45pm, Sisters of St Joseph at 
Carondelet in Latham, $10) 

 
Thursday, March 5th�³ �0�H�Q�·�V���'�L�Q�Q�H�U���5�H�W�U�H�D�W 

(6-8:45pm , Sisters of St Joseph at Carondelet in 
Latham, $10) 

Please call the faith formation office at 785-1351 
or  email  

 

faithformationsecretary@stambroselatham.com 
to register today! 

 
We will also be hosting a special session of 

enrichment and prayer called �´�/�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H��
�0�\�V�W�L�F�V�µ�������,�W�¶�O�O���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���V�K�R�U�W���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���V�R�P�H��
�R�I���R�X�U���&�K�X�U�F�K�¶�V���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���P�\�V�W�L�F�V���D�Q�G���D���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���W�L�P�H��

of prayer where we seek to draw closer to God  
in the same way that the mystics did. 

It will be something really special! 
 

Wednesday, March 11th�³ Lent with the Mystics 
(St. Teresa of Avila, led by Beth Lynch) 

Wednesday, March 18th�³ Lent with the Mystics 
(St. Francis De Salles, led by Fr. Barratt) 

Wednesday, March 25th�³ Lent with the Mystics 
(St. Therese of Lisieux , led by Bob Martino) 

Our next large group meeting date 
for Confirmation is this Thursday, 
February 26th, 7pm in the Parish 

Center!  

Please contact Tom or Mark if there 
�D�U�H���D�Q�\���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�������:�H�·�U�H���K�H�U�H���W�R���K�H�O�S�� 


